




An increasing number of schools achieved School of Excel-
lence and School of Distinction status in 2008-09. 

In 2008-09, WCPSS had 12 schools named School of Excel-
lence or Honor School of Excellence and 50 named School of 
Distinction. That compares with four Honor Schools of Excel-
lence and 26 Schools of Distinction for 2007-08.

Under the state ABCs of Public Education, a school earns 
recognition as an Honor School of Excellence when 90 percent 
of students are successful on state testing, the school met or 
exceeded expected growth and the school met the federal No 
Child Left Behind standard of AYP. 

Schools are recognized as Schools of Excellence when 90 per-
cent of students are successful on state testing, the school met or 
exceeded expected growth, but the school did not achieve AYP.

Schools of Distinction have more than 80 percent of students 
scoring proficient on state 
assessments and meeting 
growth standards. 

WCPSS had 8 percent of 
its schools achieve School of 
Excellence in 2008-09 com-
pared with 5.1 percent state-
wide. WCPSS had 33 percent 
of its schools achieve School 
of Distinction in 2008-09 
compared with 20.4 percent 
statewide.
WCPSS and Growth Standards

WCPSS had 138 of 156 schools make high growth or expect-
ed growth during the 2008-09 school year compared with 127 of 
151 schools in 2007-08.

Growth is calculated by averaging the academic growth of 
all the students in a school and comparing it to the growth stu-
dents were expected to make. If the average gain is equal to or 
greater than the expectation, then the school is said to have “met 
its growth target.” If 60 percent of the students in the school 
meet their individual growth targets, then the school is deemed 
to have met “high growth.”

More WCPSS Students take AP Exams and Raise Scores 

Students in the Class of 2009 set records in our school system for the 
number of students taking Advanced Placement exams and the total 

number of exams taken. They had the highest average exam score in the 
last four years and the highest percentage of students earning a score of 
3 or higher on the exam in 
the last four years. 

AP exam grades deter-
mine whether a student 
is qualified to receive col-
lege credit or advanced 
placement into a higher 
level course in college. The 
scores are reported on a 5-point scale. A score of 3 or above is required to be qualified.

WCPSS students had a higher average AP exam score than students in NC, and a significantly higher percentage of WCPSS  
students achieved a qualified score of 3 or higher.

WCPSS Participation and  
Performance on AP exams

Number of 
students 
 taking 
exams

Total 
number 

of exams 
taken

Percent of 
exams with 
scores of 3 
or higher

Average 
exam 
score

2005-06 3,621 7,176 74.7% 3.30

2006-07 4,068 8,205 75.7% 3.35

2007-08 4,605 9,217 74.4% 3.30

2008-09 4,849 9,800 76.1% 3.36

Exam Scores for WCPSS and NC

WCPSS NC

Average AP exam score 3.36 2.88

Percentage of student with 3 or  
higher score on AP exam 76.1% 58.9%
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Adequate Yearly Progress  

WCPSS has increased the 
number of schools meet-

ing the federal Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) standard. 

AYP measures the yearly 
progress of different groups of 
students at the school, district, 
and state levels against yearly 
targets in reading/language arts 
and mathematics. There are 10 
categories of students poten-
tially identified as subgroups: 1) White 2) Black 3) Hispanic 4) 
Native American 5) Asian/Pacific Islander 6) Multi-racial 7) Eco-
nomically Disadvantaged 8) Limited English Proficient, 9) Stu-
dents with Disabilities and 10) the school as a whole. If there are 
more than 40 students in a school in any of these groups, then that 
subgroup is measured under No Child Left Behind. 

If even one subgroup does not meet the new measurement 
standard, the entire 
school fails to make 
AYP. 

Title I Schools
Twenty-seven 

of 40 WCPSS Title I 
schools made AYP 
in 2008-09. Of the 
14 WCPSS Title I 
schools in the cat-
egory of School Im-
provement, eight 
achieved their goals 
this year.

If a Title I school doesn’t make AYP in the same subject for two 
years in a row, the school must offer its students transfer option(s).
After three years of not making AYP in the same subject, a Title I 
school must offer special tutoring services, known as supplemen-
tal educational services (SES), to economically disadvantaged stu-
dents while continuing to offer transfer option(s) to all students. 
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WCPSS Schools' ABCs Results Improve  

WCPSS Schools Making  
AYP in 2008-09 by Grade Level

Made 
AYP

Missed 
AYP by 

one or two 
targets

Total 
number 

of schools 
tested

Elementary 73 18 99

Middle 21 7 30

High 2 8 23

Alternative 2 1 4

Total 98 34 156
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The Board of Education has an academic goal 
for the Wake County Public School System. 

The goal states:
WCPSS students will demonstrate high 

academic growth; by 2014, all students will 
graduate on-time prepared to compete glob-
ally.

High growth will be calculated at the system-level for the follow-
ing WCPSS subgroups: Level I/II, Level III, Level IV, Level IV-Not 
AG, AG (Academically Gifted), African American, Asian American, 
Hispanic, Multi-racial, Native American, White, FRL (Free and Re-
duced Price Lunch), LEP (Limited English Proficient), SWD (Stu-
dents with Disabilities).

The goal for graduation is 100 percent of students on-time and 
will be achieved by 2014. Students will meet the requirements for 
graduation as outlined by the NC State Board of Education in the 
Future Ready Core Course of Study. 

2008-09 Four-Year Graduation Rate 
2005-06 Entering Ninth-Graders Graduating in 2008-09 or Earlier

Subgroup Percent Graduating  
in  Four Years

All Students 78.4%

Male 74.5%

Female 82.5%

Native American 86.7%

Asian 88.3%

Black 63.4%

Hispanic 51.1%

Multi-Racial 81.2%

White 89.4%

Economically Disadvantaged 54.2%

Limited English Proficient 38.9%

Students With Disabilities 56.8%

State Testing Shows Continued Improvement for WCPSS Students

2008-09 Composite End-of-Grade and  
End-of-Course Tests Results by Subgroup

At or Above Grade 
Level on EOG

At or Above Grade 
Level on EOC

All Students 71.9% 80.1%

Female 73.7% 79.3%

Male 70.0% 80.8%

Native American 68.8% 79.3%

Asian 88.9% 90.9%

Black 46.6% 58.6%

Hispanic 48.1% 66.5%

Multi-Racial 74.3% 81.9%

White 87.4% 91.0%
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Percentage At or Above 
Grade Level on Initial  
End-of-Grade Testing

End-of-Grade  
Retesting 

Comparison

2007-
08 

Initial 
Test

2008-
09 

Initial 
Test

2008-09 with 
Retest

New Baseline

Math 78.0% 79.3% 84.5%

Reading 66.2% 68.1% 74.7%

NC End-of-Grade Test Scores 
NC EOG tests are administered in math and reading to all students in grades 

3-8 statewide at the end of the school year to assess whether they are making 
adequate progress. 

Percent scores indicate the percentage of the students who scored at or above 
grade level on the test. Tests are graded on a scale of 1-4, where a 3 indicates per-
formance at grade level and a 4 indicates performance above grade level. Scores 
of 1 or 2 indicate performance below grade level.

State testing results 
for students in the Wake 
County Public School 
System showed con-
tinuing improvement in 
2008-09. 

The state is changing the 
way it calculates End-of-
Grade testing results and 
will now include students 
who achieve grade level 
when they are retested on 
the EOG. This will serve as 
the new baseline results for 
future EOG comparisons.   

NC End-of-Course 
Test Scores

NC EOC tests are ad-
ministered in 10 specific 
courses most commonly 
taken by high school stu-

Required End-of-Course Testing

Percent at 
Grade Level on 
2008-09 EOC 

Testing

Percentage points 
difference in students 
achieving grade level 
2008-09 vs. 2007-08

English I 79.8% +1.0

Civics & Economics 79.5% +1.5

Biology 79.5% +3.0

US History 76.5% +2.4

Algebra I 74.6% -2.1

Elective End-of-Course Testing

Physics 92.1% +4.4

Chemistry 87.2% +3.4

Algebra II 80.3% +3.4

Geometry 80.1% +5.0

Physical Science 66.1% +6.0
dents. For nine of 10 EOCs, WCPSS showed an improvement of between 
1 percentage point and 6 percentage points in students performing at/
above grade level.

Board of Education Academic Goal


